SO            VOYAGE   FROM  EGYPT   TO   SYltlA.
This was enough: the fear of losing money
operated more powerfully than any other con-
sideration ; and though the murmurs of the
passengers were not so easily quelled, yet the
captain was henceforth all submission, and the
order was given to haul aft the sheets, and trim
the sails to the wind a-gain.
During the forenoon, the breeze freshened so
considerably as to oblige us to reduce our can-
vass j and a heavy swell set us constantly to
leeward upon the Delta shore, our soundings
varying from six to four fathoms irregularly.
At noon, we were within a mile of the mouth
of the Lake Booroolos; on the western beach
of which are seen the remains of a square build-
ing. Over the eastern land we could perceive
the masts of boats upon the lake itself, and a
short distance to the eastward the minareh* of
a mosque, the dome of a saint's tomb, and
several clusters of date-trees. The whole line of
the coast is here composed of yellow sand-lulls
from forty to fifty feet in height, loose and
shifting in their nature, and completely barren;
the few date-trees seen over them being situated
* The name applied peculiarly to the tall and slender
tower of a mosque, either from the Arabic word, ULp a
candlestick, lamp, light-house, or pharos; or from the
Persian word, Jjuu a tower or spire in general.